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QUESTIONS OF RELIGION 


BEYOND TOLERANCE? 
By G. Randall Jones, B.D. 


“OUGHT we to be tolerant towards intolerance?” This 
was the question which was raised recently at a Unitarian 
gathering, and the discussion showed that it caused consider- 
able ity. The perplexity, I think, was due to the fact 
that the word “tolerance” is used to describe two very different 
attitudes of mind. | 

Among those who took part in the discussion was one 


who said: “I don’t want anyone to tolerate me. The person 
i pared to tolerate me is insulting ~ 


who tells me that he is pre 


Bat 


1 ii 


FS 


= 


ciples, but the principles themselves; the mental freedom and 
use of reason and practice of tolerance which Dr. Wilbur 
describes as the fundamental characteristics of Unitarianism 


If anyone thinks he has risen to the level where he is 
able to be tolerant towards intolerance, he might do well to 


Temas The peace-time neurosis 
coe as that from which people suffered during 

war. 

Sade by side with imdustrial progress there 1s specialised 
everywhere. The vision of man as a whole, or of the universe 
as a whole, or of mankind as a whole, is being lost. 
ts the economic man who sees the entire world and the whok 
of mankind im terms of cconomics. There is the scientist who 
sees the world samply through the nature of his scientific tools. 


aly, only Gee man cvcrydang an 


| 

from us in spirit, and, with all the goodwill in the world, it 

is not cecal te “welcome” one who is isolated from you in 

| spirit. It is not possible for a tolerant person to be tolerant 
| towards intolerance. 

where he has become indifferent to some of the crucial issues 

! of life. It is easy to be tolerant when we don’t care; it is hard 

when the issue is one on which we feel deeply and strongly. 

me. Quite so! by “toleration” we mean a more or les In most cases, what makes the intolerant person so intolerant 

reluctant decision to “put up with” a person whose views and _is the intensity of his convictions. He says such harsh things 

: attitudes we regard with horror, then we are insulting him by _—= about his enemies, and cven about his near-friends, because 
telling him that we are prepared to “tolerate” him. But, in of the passionate earnestness which wells up in his heart. 
Unitarian circles, this is not what we mean by “tolerance”. = Even Unitarians do it sometimes, despite their devotion to 

We mean ever so much more than a simple willingness _the principle of generous tolerance. 

: to “put up with” a person whose views are different from Please remember that the question we are considering is: 
ours. We mean a glad and eager readiness to welcome him “Qught we to be tolerant towards intolerance?” If you 
into our company, because we believe that by frank discussion _ change the form of it, so that it runs: “Ought we to include 
of our different views we shall reach the synthesis of a higher _the intolerant person within the compass of our love?”—then, 
truth which will do justice to all views. It is in this sense that unhesitatingly, I answer “Yes”. Personally, I think intoler- 

E. M. Wilbur, in his History of Unitarianism, speaks of _ance is better than indifference, and easier to love. The love 

= tolerance of differing religious views and usages” § which Christ demands is all-embracing; it includes the just 

: of the three characteristic principles of Unitarianism. = and the unjust, the tolerant and the intolerant. It surrounds 

“complete mental freedom in religion” and _—the intolerant person with an aura of sympathetic under- 
| use of reason in religion”. eS standing; it turns enemies into friends, and intolerant sectaries 

) cason, Tolerance—these three. Which is the _into loyal members of the beloved community. In the sense 

: ? I cannot say. For it seems to me that,in _—in which I have been using the words, we can love what we 

“these three are one”. Or, at least, they are = cannot tolerate. There are limits to tolerance—it cannot 
another. Reason, to be effective, must embrace those who will not come. But there are no imagin- 
. atmosphere of freedom; tolerance, if it is to be _— able limits to love. ° 
a reluctant determimation to “put up with” an “He drew a circle that shut me out— 
person, must be firm-based on freedom and Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
| reason. Whosoever strives to “limit the truth of God to his But Love and I had the wit to win— 
poor reach of mind”—that is, whosoever strives to limit the We drew a circle that took him in.” 
reason is one 
| ; let us have one ‘ 
1 | with nation, land with land, inarmed shall live as comrades [Mr. Anthony Elenjimittam is an Indian resident in Calcutta. 
a eXpressing ideal which prompted Unitarian 
. emphasis on tolerance. We tolerate a man, im the Unitarian 
i? sense, not for his sake, nor for our sakes, but for the sake 
¢ of the beloved community. We welcome him into our com- 
Ee pany because he has something to give to the community, just 
$3 as we have something to give. In the clash between his view 
= and ours, when the tssuc ts brought to the test of reason and 
Te thought out in an atmosphere of complete mental freedom and 
value than we without him, or he without us, have 
discovered. There ss the and sociologist whose imécrpretation 
tolerance ts one of those 
iat known query: “What happeas whens Im the history of modem India there is onc man that 
meets the immovable object?” The stands ext Go of cn 
the question is meammegless, smce #f there m whom science and mysticism and reason, poctk = 
es a willingness to welcome people of 1 were jomed together im a harmonious whole. He is Rabe- 
a i imtolcramt, since we cannot “welcome” Raj Ram Roy. the father of modern India and t& 
come. founder of the Brahmo Samaj. When this great syuthess 
} it is mot we who shut ham out: i is became so marvellously achicved im his personality. Rabo 
course he is. For, om the brdge-buiider between the of the West 
fellowshup wah us 5 we 
anvilune clsc—by the very act of was first scalecd im 
; pany he shows that he has overcome his imtolerance. That is Whea one explores the nature of Rabindranath’s 
We camer ask less. (We not it comes crystal ear het pet 
more. rooted m 
we dad ac om own was w 
of tolerance audseace - where sucls op 
Gur the detailed applications of the prin- music of toncicss strings I took this of my Hic. 1 
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to think for himself. For good or ill the 


in the mouth at the Catholic Mass. 
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otherwise t is it 
the Ssimpiicity § IS a direc challenge to a 
whole mass of traditional assumptions. That involves a fair i human 
amount of thinking the past of retrogression and enslave- 
I quote below some extracts from a letter addressed to a ~ PI ede 
the General Assembly, by the Rev. Herbert Hitchen, ust. Now, the experienced truth 
Director of the Department of World C Luther, Calvin and other theo- 
American Unitarian Association. ‘ pted to formulate was that man 
2° Meeting of the Ame ist within himself, and can only 
in the grace of God revealed in 
frate greetings. i now Bee > energy whi moral 
satisfaction, for I — that in these cruci —o _ 
fortify our courage sustain our strength 
of commadeship in a. mighty 
“We have a magnificent heri : iverance which one finds when his 
cloud of witnesses, who in their day and of the Lordship of Christ and the 
mightily that man’s millennial dream might nversion is simply this resolution 
are called—imperiously—to carry on their soul of man. It is manifestly a 
unity of sj IS into our haman life. After all 
“We hail you as beloved fellow-wc 
together, we may prociaim to this generation t and spiritual expression to the 
without which the present chaos will be but if ont pty ay a | 
the ultimate defeat of the great experiment in any sense realistic, must take 
our planet.” whole theology of grace, despite 
The Rev. Charles H. Bartlett, B.A. of is fundamentally an attempt to 
accepted an invitation to the Great Meeting, ~ of man’s nature and its 
. wholeheartedly with Corres- 
grace of God. The point of disagree: 
the Minister of Fulwc have no such expericnce. Apart 
judge, ts the supreme problem of 
COMMERCE h a range far outside the divisions 
- Potter is retiring from 
Mill, Huddersfield =z AND NATURE ~ 
by your correspondent W. J. Shearring 
it of the National Health 
Peace Council (144 Sc is fighting against Nature's re’s law of the 
of the control of atomic energy. In 
in World Politics (Qs.), Mr. Edward A. Gut Go of 
survive Armageddon, but surely the sick, the old, the infirm 
American and Russian points of =s that the belicf in curtail our 
steps to be taken. “Inge 
freedom (which I and 
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